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MINERAL RESOURCES

Coal is the only important mineral resource of The Netherlands.
It is located in the extreme southeastern portion of the country in the
province of Limburg. Recent estimates place the reserves at 5,000,000,-
ooo tons, or approximately one-half as great as those of Belgium and
one-third of those of France. For a long time these deposits were but
slightly used, and their size and importance were not appreciated. Some
mining was begun prior to 1900, but it was not until the World War
prevented the nation from securing its normal imports that the ex-
ploitation of these reserves was seriously undertaken. Since that time
production has increased with almost unbelievable rapidity. Thus in
1898 only 150,000 tons were mined, while in 1930, 12,211,083 tons
were produced. As a consequence the country is today nearly self-
sufficient in fuel supplies, whereas before the war almost its entire
demand had to be supplied by imports.

The industry centers around the city of Heerlen, which has in-
creased its population from 5000 to some 45,000 since the beginning
of the century. The eight mines which furnish the country's production
are among the largest and best equipped of any in Europe. The major-
ity of the coal is of excellent coking quality. In 1930 the country pro-
duced 2,600,000 tons of foundry coke and 700,000 tons of gas coke.
The manufacture and sale of briquets is also an important phase of
the industry.

TABLE 85

PRODUCTION OF COAL IN THE NETHER-
LANDS

(thousands of metric tons)

(U. S. Department of Commerce)

Year                                      Production

1913......................      1,873

1923......................      5,595

1924......................      6,180

1925......................      7,117

1926......................      8,843

1927......................      9,488

1928......................    10,920

1929......................    n,58i

1930......................      12,211

The foreign trade in coal is considerable, in spite of the fact that
the nation mines a sufficient amount to supply 94 per cent of its
needs. Thus in 1930 it imported 9,113,000 tons of coal, 289,000 of